
KCBS: Regional Wire

 Homepage 
 TV Schedule 
 Info Seen On 2 
 CBS 2 Video 
 News 
 Top Stories 
 Local News 
 CBS News 
 War On Terror 

Regional Wire 
 National Wire 
 International Wire 
 Weather 
 Traffic 
 Politics 
 Entertainment 
 Weblogs 
 All About You 
 Morning Show 
 Special Assignment 
 Eat At Your Own 
Risk 
 Health/Science 
 Finance/Business 
 Product Recalls 
 Sports Central 
 Surf Report 
 TV Diner 
 Fresh Grocer 
 Water Cooler 
 Quake Watch 
 Inside CBS 2 
 News Team Bios 
 Community 
 Safe At Home 
 Contests/Promotions 
 Photo Album 
 Jobs at CBS 2 
 Contact Us 

Advanced Search 

Regional planning agency approves 25-year 
transportation plan

Thursday April 01, 2004

SAN BERNARDINO, Calif. (AP) A regional agency on Thursday approved a 
$213 billion transportation plan designed to curb gridlock on freeways and 
improve airports and train stations that serve more than 17 million people in 
six counties.

The Southern California Association of Governments approved the plan called 
``Destination 2030,'' which is designed to help the region accommodate rapid 
growth while trying to make the most of limited funding.

``If we don't start making serious investments in our infrastructure now, the 
Southern California we leave to our children will suffer,'' said Temecula 
Councilman and SCAG First Vice President Ron Roberts.

The report will be forwarded to several federal agencies, including the Federal 
Transit Administration and the Federal Highway Administration, for approval. It 
would then be certified and reviewed by SCAG every three years, said the 
board's Executive Director Mark Pisano.

The plan provides a blueprint for the region's transportation needs over the 
next 25 years.

Projects in Imperial, Los Angeles, Orange, Riverside, San Bernardino and 
Ventura counties must be included in the report to be eligible for state and 
federal funding.

Some of the investments and recommendations listed in the report are:

Connecting car pool lanes to fill gaps in its network.

Improving regional airports.

Increasing the capacity of Metrolink, a regional rail system.

Investing in a $29 billion high-speed rail system that uses magnetic levitation 
technology and would connect Southern California's largest cities.

Planning officials admit that improving transportation while California is mired 
in a fiscal deficit could be difficult.

But the report suggests the funding shortfall could be alleviated by extending 
some county sales taxes that are expected to be phased out; adjusting the 
state gasoline tax after 2010; and passing a Los Angeles County half-cent 
sales tax that would be used for its Metropolitan Transportation Authority.
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Pisano noted that many transportation proposals, such as car pool lanes and 
Metrolink, have come to fruition as a result of the previous 25-year plan.

``The unfortunate thing is it takes a long time to develop these projects, but 
they are needed,'' he said.

=

Southern California Association of Governments: http://www.scag.ca.gov/

(Copyright 2004 by The Associated Press. All Rights Reserved.)

In the interest of timeliness, this story is fed directly from the Associated Press newswire and may 
contain occasional typographical errors. 
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